CHAPTER  XI
THE ATTACK
On the vigil of the great adventure Mallory
was full of hope. If with their slender arrange-
ments he did not actually expect to reach the sum-
mit, at any rate he hoped to. But all must neces-
sarily depend upon how high the porters would
be able to carry a camp. Not "all," perhaps,
for even if the porters carried a tent or tents to
27,000 feet, the climbers might not be able to
accomplish the last 2000 feet. Still, if the por-
ters could not carry a camp to somewhere near
27,000 feet, there would be little hope for the
climbers.
Nine porters only were available on the morning
of May 20th, and of these only four were really
fit. Two tents weighing 15 Ib. each were to be
carried, together with two double sleeping-bags,
feeding utensils, and provisions for one and a half
days. This made only four loads of 20 Ib. each
for the nine porters. It was giving the porters
every possible chance, and of course they were men
from these mountains, and accustomed all their
lives to carrying loads.
118